
 

 
Signature CORE Assignment for SPAN 2314 (to be done in English) 

 

Content:     Composition on case study in academic integrity. 
Format & Length:   500-700 words, double spaced, 12 pt., Times New Roman font.  
Organization:    Introduction with thesis statement, development of argument and conclusion.  
Submission:   Turned in through SafeAssign on Blackboard on Course Calendar due date. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
In each of the case studies below, a student is faced with an ethical dilemma and is faced with a choice. Choose one of 
the situations below and discuss the student’s actions and the decision he or she must make: Is she or he justified? Why 
or why not? What should the student do? Why? What are the consequences for the parties involved?  
 
Your composition should take into account not only the individual’s predicament but also consider the instructor and the 
other students in the class and their interests as a part of a community of learners.  
 
Situations to choose from:  
 
CASE NO. 1) John is enrolled in SPAN 2314 and it is midterm time. His grades have not been good up until now. Between 
work and family obligations, he hasn’t had time to devote to his studies. He figures out that if he gets an A on this test, 
he will be able to make a B in the course. If not, he will probably earn a C at best, but more likely a D. This will really 
mess up his GPA. He absolutely HAS to get an A on this test or risk getting a D in the course. Even worse, his overall GPA 
will fall below his major’s threshold. He tells himself that if he gets that A on the mid-term, then he will do the work it 
takes from now on to earn a good grade. After all, he is a good student and this is an exception. He decides that a little 
help will be necessary to ensure he gets that A and comes to the test with notes that he will use during the exam.  
 
The midterm is distributed and everyone begins the test. Jane is sitting next to John and notices that he has his backpack 
slightly open and positioned so that he can see some papers. He keeps looking down discretely at them.  She is sure that 
he is cheating. Last semester John and Jane worked on a team project in a class that was difficult for her and without his 
help the team project would have received a failing grade. She isn’t sure what to do and feels badly about the situation. 
However, she studied hard and it doesn’t seem fair that he should use notes. Should she report him or let it go? What if 
the instructor grades on a curve? Jane is conflicted and isn’t sure of what she should do.  
 
If Jane asked you for your opinion—considering both sides of the situation—what would you recommend? Why? 
 
CASE NO. 2) Sandy, an international student, has a composition due. She left it for the last minute and was 
overwhelmed by the assignment. She did the reading before the due date but is having trouble writing what she wants 
to say. She didn’t mean to let it go so late. She looks on the internet for something that will help. She finds that the 
subject is covered in a lot of classes at other universities and there are quite a few sample papers posted. The answers 
are there and it seems like a waste of time to rewrite them. It wouldn’t sound as good if she wrote them herself.  
Besides, back home where Sandy grew up and went to secondary school, things like this were common practice and 
considered routine. So Sandy uses text from three different sites to compose the body of her paper. She writes the 
introduction, writes the transitions between the texts found online and is ready to hand the paper in the next day when 
it is due.  Sandy’s instructor calls her in for an appointment to talk to Sandy about the paper. The instructor is 
disappointed in her student and asks Sandy to explain herself. Sandy explains her reasoning to her instructor. The 
instructor, after listening to Sandy, asks her to acknowledge that she plagiarized her paper. She isn’t sympathetic to 
Sandy’s situation at all. Sandy refuses and will not admit any wrongdoing. Both Sandy and the instructor consider the 
other unreasonable.  
 
What do you think? Why? 
 

—SEE NEXT PAGE FOR CHOICE NO. 3 AND GRADING RUBRIC— 



CASE NO. 3) Chris has a composition assignment in the target language due this week. He left it for the last minute, 
because he was overwhelmed by the fact that it was a 250-word paper to be written in his Spanish class. In addition, he 
was just informed by his boss at his workplace that he has to work additional hours this weekend, because one of the 
employees is the hospital. Chris knows the syllabus states that online translators are not to be used in the creation of 
written work in the target language. But he is in a bind. He knows he writes much better in English than in XXX. So he 
decides to use an online translator. Lots of students that he knows also use online translators. He tells himself that he 
will do it just this one time. After all, he is a good student, and he didn’t know that his co-worker would end up in the 
hospital, leaving him to cover for those hours and taking away the time he had planned on using to write the 
assignment. A friend even told him that there is a class in which they learn to use online translating software! He can’t 
lose his job and he can’t miss the assignment. In addition, he doesn’t want to let his coworkers down.  
 
He writes his full composition in English, which he then copies it into Google Translate. He copies the results to a Word 
document, sees a couple of subject-verb errors, corrects them, prints out the document, and turns the assignment in on 
time. 
 
Based on the facts described above, is using an online translator justifiable? Why or why not? What solutions if any 
could you have suggested to Chris?  
 
********************************************************************************************* 
GRADING RUBRIC: 
 
 

CONTENT:  

Introduction ____/25 

Development of Theme ____/25 

Conclusion ____/25 

Length Requirement ____/25 

 
 
TOTAL:   _____/100  
 
 
 
 

 


