
Suggestions for Blue Book Journal entries for Punto y aparte - SUMMER COURSES   
 
 (See next page for General Guidelines and Grading Rubric) 

 
NOTE:  Summer courses complete only 3 Blue Book Journal entries:  Chapters 2, 4 and 5. 
Below are suggestions for topics, although students may choose their own topic as long as it is related to the 
general Chapter theme and incorporates at least some of the new vocabulary and grammar structures. 
 
 
Chapter 2: 
Suggestion 1:  What is your family background?  Are you interested in geneology?  How do your beliefs, actions and 
lifestyle differ from those of your parents?  What family traditions do you ovserve? 
 
Suggestion 2:  How were you raised?  Were your parents strict and did you have to follow rules?  What were they?  Do 
you plan to you raise your children differently? 
 
 
 
Chapter 4: 
Suggestion 1:  What are the stresses and pressures in your life?  What do you do to relax?  Do you find a balance 
between responsibilities and the need to live a balanced life? 
 
Suggestion 2:  What forms of technology do you use?  Do they make your life easier or are they another stressor?  Do 
you feel pressured to keep up with the latest gadgets?  How does this affect your budget?  Could you give up technology 
for a week?  What would your life be like without it? 
 
 
 
Chapter 5: 
Suggestion 1:  How do you personally affect the world?  Are you active in any group - political, social, religious - that 
tries to make an impact?  Can one single individual make a difference?  If you are apathetic or disinterested, why? 
 
Suggestion 2:  Write a letter to the President.  What issues do you wish to address?  What changes to you wish the 
government to make? 
 

  



Punto y aparte -  Diarios  (Journal Entries) 

Your Diarios or Journal entries for Punto y aparte will not be graded as a standard writing assignment.  Occasional 

comments will be made about overall content and errors, but grammar mistakes will not be corrected per se.  

 

General Guidelines for Writing: 

- FORMAT.  Journals must be hand-written in a Blue Book which can be purchased in any college bookstore. You only 
need one for the entire course if it has at least 6 pages. 
 
- LENGTH.  For each chapter that you submit an entry for, you should fill a complete page in the Blue Book, with no 
skipped lines, or points will be deducted for content length requirements.  (Do not use extra-large handwriting, large 
spaces between words, or very large margins on each side.) 
 
- TOPIC.  The topic may be anything that is related to the subjects discussed in the corresponding chapter.  Try to 
personalize it by expressing your opinion or feelings on a subject or relating an incident that happened to you or an 
experience that you had. 
 
- CONTENT.  Try to incorporate some chapter vocabulary where appropriate.  It should not be difficult to include a few 
words from the chapter since you will be writing about something related to a chapter topic. You should also try to 
incorporate new structures learned or a grammar point (verb tense, etc.)  
 

Grading:   

The rubric given below will be used to judge how much effort you made to comply with the writing guidelines above. 

You will not have points deducted for grammar mistakes per se, but this will be taken into account if the errors in 

structure and grammar appear to be the result of work that is done in haste at the last minute, and does not represent 

your best effort.  Remember to keep things simple, and work within the scope of what you have learned. If something 

seems complex and takes you too long to try to work out how to express it, break it down into simpler components that 

you are able to express by using what you have learned. 

RUBRIC: 

              25% or below:  No effort made at all. Appears to have been scribbled in a few minutes before class. 
 Totally incoherent and/or does not make sense. 
 
 26-50%:  Some effort was made but work is either rushed or haphazard. Writing is not very coherent, 
 possibly redundant with a lot of "filler" sentences with repetition or redundancy. Little or no effort  
 made to incorporate any new  vocabulary or structures studied in the chapter.  
 

51-75%:  A fair amount of effort was made, but writing is not focused enough or lacks some 
coherency, and may contain some "filler" material. Some effort made to incorporate vocabulary 
studied in the chapter. 

 
 75-100%:  Considerable effort was put into the writing. Content is coherent and shows the student  
 really thought about it. Student was able to incorporate several vocabulary words and  structures 
 or verb tenses studied in the chapter.   


