
SUGGESTIONS FOR JOURNAL ENTRIES FOR SPAN 2314 
 

 

Chapter 1 Suggestions:  Esas modas que van y vienen 
 
 GRAMMAR & VOCABULARY:   
 Use the preterite and the imperfect tenses in your writing and try to use at least some of the new 
 chapter vocabulary. 
 
 CONTENT: 
 
 1. Write about something that was popular when you were in high school or middle school. Did you 
 follow this trend? Why or why not?  
 
 2. Give your opinion on something that is currently a popular trend (tatoos = los tatuajes), clothing 
 styles or hair styles, etc.). Do you follow this trend? Why or why not? Give examples to illustrate your 
 opinion (either based on personal experience or examples of real people, etc.) 
 
 3. Write a "car story." This could be about your first car, when you took your driving test, your first 
 traffic ticket, a car accident you had, etc.  
 
 

Chapter 2 Suggestions:  La tecnología y el progreso 
 
 GRAMMAR & VOCABULARY:   
 Try to include the future tense and/or the present subjunctive (in noun  clauses) where appropriate, 
 and try to use at least some of the new chapter vocabulary.  
 
 CONTENT: 
 
 1.  What do you do personally to help the environment?  (Recycle, use less electricity, drive a hybrid 
 car, use public transportation, use cloth bags for shopping, etc.)  How does the city or town where you 
 live help citizens recycle, if at all?  Is it more difficult for people who live in an apartment, etc.?  What 
 about UTA?  What does the university do to encourage protecting the environment and being 
 conscious of energy conservation?  Do you think people are doing enough to protect the environment 
 for future generations? 
 
 2.  What will the future be like for the next generation?  How will advances in technology affect their 
 lives?  Consider housing, education, jobs / work conditions, politics, mass media, etc. 
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Chapter 3 Suggestions:  Los derechos humanos 
 
 GRAMMAR & VOCABULARY:   
 Try to incorporate a few indirect command forms where possible and try to use at least some of the 
 new chapter vocabulary. 
 
 CONTENT: 
 
 1.  Discuss one or two human rights that you believe to be the most important in the world today.  
 Consider: the right to vote, education, freedom of religion, workers' rights, amnesty, racial/sexual 
 equality, housing, etc.  Say why you believe these rights are the most important ones in the world 
 today.  Try to give a few examples of violations of these rights that have been reported in the news 
 over the last year: whose rights were violated?  What do you think governments should do to rectify 
 these injustices? 
 
 2.  Consider the question of human rights in the United States.  How have things changed in the last 50, 
 30 or 20 years with regard to this topic?  Which human rights have improved?  Which ones do you 
 believe have made the most progress?  In which areas do you consider that there is still work to do?  
 Give specific examples whenever possible. 
 
 

Chapter 4 Suggestions:  El individuo y la personalidad 
 
 GRAMMAR & VOCABULARY:   
 Try to use the present perfect tense (indicative or subjunctive). Watch out for agreement of adjectives.  
 Try to use at least some of the new chapter vocabulary. 
 
 CONTENT: 
 
 1. Describe your own personality: mention your strengths and weaknesses, and give examples from 
 real life about how these characteristics have helped or hindered you. (You could focus on one 
 particular incident, for example, where perhaps a negative trait that you have got you into trouble, or a 
 positive trait you have which allowed you to help someone else in a difficult situation.) 
 
 2. How do personality traits influence success or failure in the workplace? Describe how you believe 
 your characteristics make you suited to the job or profession that you wish to practice after 
 graduation. 
 
 3. Contrast 2 opposing personalities of either people you know or famous people, and give examples of 
 how their personality traits affect their behavior for better or worse. 
 
 4. Consider the topic of anger in the article on page 123. What sorts of things make you angry?  Have 
 you ever had problems due to getting angry with someone? What happened? What was the end 
 result? Do you agree with the suggestions in the textbook regarding “anger management”? 
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Chapter 5 Suggestions:  Las relaciones personales   
 
 GRAMMAR & VOCABULARY:   
 Try to include some adjective clauses using the present subjunctive and try to use at least some of the 
 new chapter vocabulary. 
 
 CONTENT: 
 

 1.  Do you get along with everyone in your family?  (remember: to get along with = llevarse bien con...) 
 Or do you have a conflictive relationship with a member/ members of your family?  If so, what is the 
 reason for this?  Is it a personality conflict, or did this arise from a specific incident that happened?  
 
 2.  Do you consider yourself to be very sociable when it comes to meeting new people?  Or are you 
 timid about making new acquaintances and friendships?  Do you prefer to have a large group of friends 
 or just a few close friends?  Give reasons and specific examples to illustrate your choice. 
 
 3.  If you have an argument with a friend, spouse, sibling, boyfriend/girlfriend, how do you react?   
 Do you always want to "win" the argument, or can you admit that you might be wrong or that the 
 other person also has a point to make?  What do you consider to be key factors in having a healthy 
 relationship with a friend or partner?    
 
 4.  If you have a job, do you get along well with the people you work with?  What about your boss?  Do 
 you think your boss is fair in his/her treatment of all employees?   Have you ever had problems in the 
 workplace?  Give an example and describe how this issue was resolved (or not).  
 
 

Chapter 6 Suggestions:  El mundo del espectáculo  
 
 GRAMMAR & VOCABULARY:   
 Try to include some adverbial clauses using the present subjunctive or expressions with «ojalá, tal vez, 
 quizás» and try to use at least some of the new chapter vocabulary. 
 
 CONTENT: 
  
 1.  Write about your favorite TV program:  Describe what it's about (= Se trata de ...), who the main 
 characters are, and why you like it. Include a description of one of your favorite episodes.   
 
 2.  Do you think actors and singers deserve to earn as much money as they do?  Consider the pros 
 and cons of being a famous actor/singer, and discuss whether you think they have a responsibility 
 to society in terms of using their fame and money to help others.  


