
SUGGESTIONS FOR JOURNAL ENTRIES FOR SPAN 2313 (INTENSIVE COURSE ONLY) 
 
Chapter 12 Suggestions:  ¡Connectad@s! 
 
GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: 
Use the present indicative and the present subjunctive in your writing and try to use at least some of the 
new chapter vocabulary. 
 
CONTENT:  
 
1.  Describe your neighborhood and the place in which you live.  What changes would you like to see?  
Do you need a bigger apartment, nicer roommates?  Would you like the see the city have more parks, 
trees, restaurants, public transport, etc.? 
 
2.  Write about the technology that you use every day both for educational and recreational purposes.  
What is the one device you can't live without?  Why is it so important to you?   
 
 3.  Imagine you want to convince your parents or grandparents that they need to expand their use of 
technology with a particular device (using a cell phone for texting, etc.) or that they need to use a 
certain form of social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) and write a convincing argument for them to learn 
how to use these forms of technology and how it would make their lives easier or more interesting. 
 
4.  Texting (= textear/ enviar mensajes de texto):  Think about the last time you got together with your 
friends or family.  How often/how many times did you consult your cell phone to see if you had text 
messages?  Did you send any text messages to other people while you were with your friends/family?   
Is this appropriate when you are at a social gathering?  If so, give reasons for why or under what 
circumstances you think it is appropriate. Consider also the issue of texting while driving: in Arlington, 
this is against the law (= prohibido por la ley).  What is your opinion on this?  Do you think it is all right to 
text when you are driving?  
 
Chapter 14 Suggestions:  Las presiones de la vida moderna 
 
GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: 
Use the «hace + tiempo» structure or «se» for unplanned events in your writing where possible, and try 
to use at least some of the new chapter vocabulary. 
 
CONTENT: 
 

1.  How long have you been studying in this university?  What causes you the most stress as a student?  
What do you usually do to help you get through this stress?  Which subjects are the most difficult for 
you?  Do you study with a group of friends, or do you prefer to study alone (= solo/sola)?  Do you think 
that being a college student is easier or more difficult than it was for your parents?  Give examples from 
your own experience to illustrate your answer. 
 
2.  Talk about a day when everything went wrong for you.  What happened?  Did you forget something 
important, have an accident, fail a test, etc.?  What did you do to get through the day?  


